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Record-breaking Feats by Parasite

+ Palme 'Or winner at

2019 Cannes Film Festival
(a first for Korean film)

THE MOST TALKED-ABOUT MOVIE IN KOREA.

« 92nd Academy Awards for
Best Picture, Best
Director, Best Original
Screenplay, and Best
International Feature
Film

(again, a first for Korean
film in all four categories)
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Record-breaking Feats by Parasite

APRES SNOWPIERCER ET OKJA

e Total awards and
nominations: 197 Wins
| ’ / 330 Nominations
1 l?f"’”“

CHERCHEZ LINTRUS‘&

r\@i' ! /; * Worldwide box office:

$257.5 million (as of
August 2020)

PARASITE

E BONG JOON HO
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HOW WAS THIS POSSIBLE?

* Not by design: Director Bong Joon Ho said, “I
thought it was a very Korean film.”

 Universal theme: Poor vs. Rich - with a twist

* Consummate storytelling by all participants in
filmmaking: screenplay, production quality,
acting, and directing

* ...and lastly but not in the least importantly:
Superb English subtitles
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- - Basic Differences

s 5 969 MilES mmm

Altaic*®

Confucian
Shamanistic
Materialistic

Hierarchical
Authoritarian

Group-oriented

Language
family

https://www.HollywoodInterpreter.com

Indo-European

cultural Judeo-Christian
background Materialistic
Social Horizontal
Structure Egalitarian
Individualistic



Words Swapped

 Oxford University vs. A| =Ll (Seoul Natlonal
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e Oxford vs. Harvard

« WhatsApp vs. 7= (KakaoTalk, 7725
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Words (had to be) created...

Ram-don vs.
Rt 2| (Chapaguri) g

Semi-basement vs.

ZEXISHER T

CHAPAG‘SJ\E“ Landscape stone vs.
D g =X (KA or EA, suseok)
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In-Depth Understanding of Colloquialism

1) ‘O FO| A= &

2) ‘QIC|QF OjL|Op CH -of| 2| ZF QIC| &
3) ‘MAEXZ0| SHLH

4) ‘MO 2 Ab= HK|’

1) Playpen (vs. House of children)

2) Indian fanatic vs. American Indian
3) ...if creditors break in (vs. swarm in)
4) ...love will comfort me
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Room for Improvement? Always!

Categories of Issues Found

* Localization (3)

* Mistranslation (7~8)

* Omission (3)

* Terminology (3)

* Word choice — a matter of nuance (2)
* Nitpicking... (3)
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Localization

Korean dialogue English subtitle

AF< ¥ A3 R oS, Now the annex, the study,

A=, A4, XA, o every room in the house is
FAEo] F x} = filled with these things.
FEY .

A= thsol7) Alo)l3 oAl Finally he'll save Jessica
A A FHE F=! 9}~ vk the cake princess, and
H, o]a Ad Q. they'll all cheer.

uk ) A 9 E vl The driver Kim and the
A= AR = HA 2353k slain Mr. Park are said to
AELZ dHFH=H L.  have been on good terms.
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Mistranslation (or is it?)

Korean dialogue English subtitle

vl o3|, 312 Park Da-hye. High school
sophomore.
oAl o thFo] mlg o This is all a black box into
29l HUd, Da-song's mind.
o], A7], W] zktk 2 X120  Well, just go ahead.
9}, 7] A AAAo|tk,  Wow, this is so metaphorical.
o] 317(] ©-27} 7|1 A 2o 4] Look Dad, we're eating in a

WS- w31 QY| Q, dFHo|H, driver's cafeteria right now!

M Ad £ =AR? (9f?)  Want some plum extract?
E7MA] Zo|7HX| 2 70& & (What?) It's mixed with
=77 honey. To ease your tension.
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Mistranslation (cont’d)

A7} Zhd ELE| 1A 3] From last year he's been an
elt]el @ E}5-7} E o) 7}X| AL, Indian fanatic.

(AHA o] FYo] B&3lA  (Well, to be honest, this is a

g3 o)) s4x| gt 3k simple vocation.) But... the
Feke] 71A. 3t 3ALS] % ? head of a household. The
T a9 H, 153 s leader of a company? Or else
%1}9'- uﬂ?._]_ o3l o] A&  justa lonely man setting off
). o)A dF9] on the road each morning...
&8jo] old7}? o]HA It's companionship of a sort,
Lo 2 323 3 so that's how I've

Syt approached each day.
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Omission

2] £3] o] & 7}A9| But this stone here is said to
2o AELSTY FALE  bring material wealth to

Bl e families...

ol Fof, ARl Da-hye's tutor, we'll call him
AAGo|gdta 272, Kevin.

At U a3 XF A=Y Fuck, then I'm washing dishes
AZo] staL = A°k?  at my daughter-in-law's?

€ 1% AXA. A= o2 Sure, washing your daughter-
o~ ey W g] oFg in-law's socks!
L
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Terminology

Korean dialogue English subtitle

o #& Aol
Auich, Fgaral A.

T3 gFol= &4 d<7t
AALld]. o] 13

thgo)7t F Ao 28 A L.

BE IY $5 du o] &
ee slzaeiel

= A ggel 298
©e gulc) el B!

e HAQ.

You neanderthals (sic)
I know you must be startled.

Da-song is an artist by nature.
Look at this painting.

Da-song just painted this.

The lower-right region of a
painting is called the
'schizophrenia zone'.

Da-song painted this unusual
shape, right?

I've stared at that painting at
every meal!
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Word Choice (incl. nitpicking)

Korean dialogue English subtitle

olo] &, 2L Shut up.

o], o x| wEz}al & 4 Sure, she's pretty. She's a

2 A]. beautiful woman.

B A5 old A FQgTFL. Idon'tcare about
documents.

v], &d =719 Sure, I'm a Scout by nature.

Ado|AES, xﬂ 7}

$-8] tEole= 94 d <7} Da-song is an artist by

A& 2l . nature.

7 A2 Aot XA AME| 8., It's so metaphorical. It's
really strong.
%9 A FE? Strong, right?
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Keys to Superb Subtitling

] Native-level immersion/understanding of
source language and culture

J On-going and in-depth communication
between filmmaker and translator — seldom
possible for subtitle translators.

*Bong and Paquet’s collaboration is quite
unique; Paquet has subtitled 6 out of 7 films
Bong has directed.

J Up-to-date mastery of target language
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Any Questions?
Contact: info@hollywoodinterpreter.com
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