Japanese Language Division 
Record of Division Annual Meeting
October 3, 2025, 8:00 PM EDT, online

1. Call to Order and Welcome
· Meeting called to order at 8:00  p.m. /  20  members present

2. Acceptance of Agenda
· Division Administrator Hajime Sato (DA) presented the agenda for this meeting.
· Member Syra Morii moved to accept the agenda.
· Member Kazu Aoyama seconded; no objections were noted.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk178780962]Approval of the minutes of last year's meeting
Division Administrator Hajime Sato (DA) presented the minutes of previous year’s meeting.
· Member Izumi Suzuki moved to approve the minutes.
· Member Yoshihiro Mochizuki seconded; no objections were noted.


4. Review of JLD activities for 2024-2025 and feed back
· Conference planning for ATA66: The Planning Committee met 6 times over 3 months and invited Distinguished Speaker and submitted proposals for a total of 9 sessions, all of which were accepted. There will be 3 other Japanese-related sessions that did not involve the Planning Committee. There will be 12 JLD-related sessions.
· Tech Team activities – Online events: 1 webinar, 1 special commemoration event (JLD Origin Story), 3 coffee hours, 2 round-table discussions or Monju no Chie, 1 Certification Workshop, and 1 global coffee hour
· Editorial Committee activities –JLD blog: 26 blog posts published since last Annual Meeting. 
· Feedback on JLD activities and conference sessions 
· Website
· Access to videos of past online events
· Online Forum and Social Media (Groups.io, Facebook, LinkedIn, Discord, X)
· Access to shared files including handouts from past ATA Conference and JLD online sessions
· Discord community launched as group discussion platform. 
· Groups.io membership audit
· Postings in Facebook, LinkedIn, X

5. Announcement of the Election Results
· Candidate for Administrator: Syra Morii
· Candidate for Assistant Administrator: Kazumasa Aoyama
· No other nominations were received. The two candidates were declared elected by acclamation
· Administrator Hajime Sato moved to approve the appointments.
· Member Yoshihiro Mochizuki seconded; no objections were noted.

6. New Business for 2025-2026
· ATA66 in Boston (October 22-25): JLD Dinner planned; session survey to be completed after each session
· Continue to produce online events that are relevant to JLD members 
· Continue and expand the publication of blog posts 
· Continue updating the JLD Website 
· Planning for JLD sessions for ATA67 in San Francisco
· JLD will not invite a Distinguished Speaker this year
· Discuss topics and speakers wanted
· Call for volunteers
· Call for ideas for JLD online events
· Call for blog articles

7. Free discussion
· A request was made to address technical issues related to online test-taking in the Certification Test Prep Session.
· The workshop presentation already includes relevant information, and ATA Headquarters may be better positioned to offer a dedicated session on this topic.
· Introduction of “Speak Like a Native – How to Neutralize Accents” by Dottie Li at ATA66.
· Members noted that the Interpreter Tip and Translator Tip sessions were helpful.
· A request was made for more Coffee Hours with breakout rooms.
· The Discord server has a lounge open 24/7. By announcing a time in advance, members can gather voluntarily. Three rooms are available for this purpose: Lounge, Co-work Room 1, and Co-work Room 2.
· Discussion about IJET-34, to be held in Melbourne in September 2026, including how to submit proposals. It was noted that there was no call for speakers last year.
· Interest was expressed in hearing from translators who have recently started interpreting, following the interpreting seminars for translators.
· Suggestions for the Program Committee for the San Francisco conference: members recalled that sessions used to include topics related to the host city.
· Miyo Tat’s session: “What to Do When Direct Translation Doesn’t Work” – intended as an interactive session, with a call for draft translations to be included as examples.
· Kazu Aoyama’s session focuses on translation errors; a link to the related survey was shared in the chat.
· Hajime Sato’s session addresses the impact of AI; a link to the related survey was also shared in the chat.
· The use of and access to Discord were explained.

8. Adjourn
· Time 8:59 p.m. / 27 members present




Recorder: Harumi Rudolph

