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The following story is true. Only the names have been changed to protect the 
innocent… 

On October 1, 2008, MultiTran crashed. Real comments from the 
Russian Translators group on Yahoo:

Is anyone else having trouble accessing Multitran? Does anyone know if the 
site is out of commission, or why?

I do too and I am in panic I don't have a clue why it doesn't work Let'sI do too and I am in panic. I don t have a clue why it doesn t work. Let s 
hope for the best,

Me, too. But I'm used to it - the freaking thing works like that all the time. 
Maybe it will sober up by tomorrow...

What can a translator do until MultiTran sobers up? Use electronic dictionaries 

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com



ATA Conference 2008 ABBYY Lingvo 12g

Overview
• 50 dictionaries (Collins English, Rivkin’s Medical)

29 T i• 29 Topics
• $79.99 (in US) 690 rubles (in Russia, ver.  X3)
• Available on Amazon.com and for download at 
www abbyy ruwww.abbyy.ru

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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Standard Entry
• Sorted by topic
• Topics can be selected
• Contains pronunciation and usage
• Just click on a word to see its entry• Just click on a word to see its entry

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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Features
• Pop-up translation
• Easy access from MS Word
• Pronunciation, grammar, and usage info
• Translation feature• Translation feature
• Comprehensive examples, translations, and 
word forms

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.coml 

Summary: it’s not a bad dictionary.
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Multitran
• Two versions: online or PC 

O li ltit ( h )• Online: www.multitran.ru (no charge)
• PC version $152.00 available for download
• Popular! 

It’s not just a dictionary It’s a communityIt s not just a dictionary. It s a community.

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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Online: phrases and definitions are easily selectable by topic.

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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Online forum feature and wildcard search

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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PCPC 
• Fast lookup
• Linked to clipboard

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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Caution ! Definitions can be inaccurate or misleading (both online and PC).

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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PC: can search phrases for specific words sorted by topic

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com

PC: can search phrases for specific words sorted by topic.
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PC
Advantages

Online
AdvantagesAdvantages

• Easy access
• Can be updated free (1st year)
• Fast lookup 

Advantages
• Single screen lookup
• Easily searchable by topic
• 24/7 forum 

• Hot keys

Disadvantages
• Expensive

Disadvantages
• SlowExpensive

• Separate phrase and definition 
searches
• Phrase search is “bulky”

Slow
• Site crashes

It’s a starting point, not an end point.

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com
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Wildcard search

John Riedl, Translating Cultures, LLC., translatingcultures@wi.rr.com


